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Bidwell Park resides upon the sacred lands of the Mechoopda Tribe that
have stewarded this land since time immemorial. This land has sustained
the Mechoopda people and continues to do so today. Often called the

"Jewel of Chico," Bidwell Park is the greatest legacy Chico founders
General John and Annie Bidwell left to the community. In 1905
Annie Bidwell granted approximately 1,902 acres to the city of
T Chico to be used as a public park. An additional 301 acres

R were granted in 1911 upon her death. It was Annie's
intention that the waters and trees of Big Chico Creek

_ be preserved. Over the years, additions to the park
ol have brought the total park land to its current
Campjire CouncilRing 3 650 qcres. Bidwell Park now stretches nearly
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gatherings. The two activities such as social

| reservable group sites can 8 gatherings and educational Chico Creek from the Bidwell Mansion in

Bidwell Park is full of fun and adventure! Help
keep the park safe & beautiful. Please be familiar
with the following important information.

Hours & Access:
Bidwell Park is open to the public from 5 AM to
11PM daily unless otherwise posted. Vehicle
access varies based on season, location, and wet
weather. For detailed vehicle access info and
gate schedules visit www.chico.ca.us (Bidwell
Park on drop-down menu) or call
\ (530) 896-7800.

Be prepared!
Be sure to have everything you need to stay safe
and comfortable including water, sun protection,
and appropriate clothes & shoes. Watch for
hazards! You may also encounter poison oak,
ticks, rattlesnakes, large wildlife, swift water, or

steep drop-offs. Avoid danger by staying on
designated trails and explore with a friend.
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Gateway Science Museum Bidwell Bowl ; 4 Cedar Grove Ared Five Mile Recreation Areas. E;aa(ijlf( errﬁ?'ngg "dc'ﬁ'ﬁgia'fgfvme’ 2308967899
Gateway Science Museum is ; : ] > ; kL s Website: www.chico.ca.us
operated by CSU, Chico and il _ Bidwell Bowl Amphitheater ¥ Facebook: www.facebook.com/OfficialCityofChico

has seating for up to 300

people and is reservable for

outdoor events. Built in the

-1930s as a Works Progress

. Administration project,

Bidwell Bowl's stage is

=4 separated from the seating
area by Big Chico Creek.

§ inspires the exploration of
science and natural history
in this region and beyond. \
More information at
csuchico.edu/gateway or
(530) 898-4121.

Chico Creek Nature Center (CCNC) is operated
by CARD and is the official visitor center for
Bidwell Park. The Nature Center is a hub for
fun, education and wonder — all inspired by

the outdoors! The CCNC hosts a variety of
programs for children, adults, and families.
More information at
www.chicorec.gov or (530) 891-4671.
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Bidwell Mansion State Historic Parl{

' A Bidwell Mansion, the home

3] of John and Annie Bidwell,

= . was built in 1868 and
" meme destroyed in a December

‘mme 2024 fire. The Visitor Center

is open with limited hours.

&l | More information at

. www.parks.ca.gov or

(530) 895-6144

Children's Playground [

Cedar Grove is home to
beautiful trees, sunny
meadow, community
events and family
gatherings. There is
reservable group picnic
area with BBQs.

World of Trees
" g The World of Trees grew

5 from one of the nation's

k first forestry research

4 stations that was

established in 1888. The

» nature trail meanders

i\ through a wide variety of

™ trees and is also accessible

£ by wheelchair.

%nie' en / Camellia Way
Bses LT Camellia Way and Annie’s Glen
are two scenic parkways on
opposite sides of Big Chico Creek.
. Camellia Way includes a creekside
{4 picnic area, and Annie’s Glen on

i the south side contains a bike and
!l pedestrian trail that connects to a
tunnel under Mangrove Ave
. leading to Lower Bidwell Park.

Children’s Playground was

¢ donated to the City of Chico
& in 1911 by Annie Bidwell. The

& scenic park area rests at the i

= corner of CSU, Chico and -QQJJ'f *
Downtown Chico. There is a
children’s playground, large
grassy area, and practice
—== disc-golf baskets.
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