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History

Butte County was established in 1850

« John Bidwell, a member of one of the first wagon trains to reach California in 1841, founded Chico and
inspired the name of the city’s main attraction—Bidwell Park. He originally made his fortune on gold in
Oroville.

« The California and Oregon Railroads pass through Chico and Oroville.

« Bidwell Bar, located in Oroville, was one of the first gold mining sites in California and still exists today.

o The Feather River was one of the richest gold-bearing rivers in northern California, with gold first discovered
in 1949.

« "Oro” means “gold” in Spanish—hence the name, Oroville

Outdoor Recreation

« Butte County is home to North Table Mountain Ecological Reserve, Lake Oroville, the Feather River, the
Sacramento River, and a wide variety of natural wonders. It contains:
o 32 lakes
o 46 rivers
o Dozens of hiking and biking trails

Agriculture

« There are approximately 2,065 farms in Butte County
« Average farm size: 185 acres

« Top five commodities in Butte County for 2022:

1. Rice: $324,003,490

2. Almonds: $97,035,000

3. Walnuts: $64,420,800

4. Prunes: $34,770,00

5. Rice Seed: $21,839,836
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Arts & Culture

o The Theater on the Ridge, founded in 1975 in Paradise, is the oldest community, nonprofit California theater
north of Sacramento.

« The Museum of Northern California Art (monca) houses a collection of paintings, prints, drawings, sculptures
and photography from nearly 100 artists in Northern California.

o Chico is known for its hand blown glass, with two renowned studios in town: Satava Art Glass and Orient &
Flume Art Glass CO.

Annual Events

Explore Butte County showcases arts and culture, live music, history, agritourism, and more through a variety of
seasonal and ongoing events. Check out Butte365 for more information.
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FrrequeNnTM \ekeD QuesTions

Where is Butte County?

Butte County is located in the Shasta Cascade region of Northern California. It is 1.25 hours southeast from the
Redding airport, 1.5 hours north from Sacramento International Airport, and 3.5 hours northeast from San
Francisco International Airport. It is accessible via Highways 99 and 70.

How big is Butte County?

Butte County is 1,677 total square miles with a population density of 132 people per square mile, as of 2022. To
put that in perspective, Sacramento County has 1,678 people per square mile in only 994 total square miles.
This means that Butte County offers lots of space for residents and visitors alike to enjoy!

How many people live in Butte County?

According to 2022 estimates, the population across the entire county was 207,303. The largest city is Chico—
with a population of 101,299, it is home to nearly 49% of the people living in Butte County!

How do you pronounce “Butte”?
The same way as the first syllable in “beautiful” (“"BUTTEiful”).

What cities are in Butte County?

Butte County houses four cities—Chico, Oroville, Gridley, and Biggs—as well as the town of Paradise.

It also has 17 census-designated places: Bangor, Berry Creek, Butte Creek Canyon, Butte Meadows, Butte
Valley, Cherokee, Clipper Mills, Cohasset, Concow, Durham, Forbestown, Forest Ranch, Honcut, Kelly Ridge,
Magalia, Nord, Oroville East, Palermo, Rackerby, Richvale, Robinson Mill, South Oroville, Stirling City,
Thermalito, and Yankee Hill.

The 11 unincorporated communities in the county are Centerville, Cresta, DeSabla, Dodge Place, Helltown,
Inskip, Irish Town, Lomo, Lovelock, Mineral Slide, and Powerllton.

What's the weather like in Butte County?

Even with cities and towns in the Sacramento Valley, Sierra Nevada foothills, and Lassen and Plumas National
Forests, you'll find that the weather in Butte County is sunny and dry most of the time, perfect for having fun
year-round! While in Butte County, you'll enjoy hot, dry summers, warm Autumns, mild winters, and cool
springs. In the valley, Chico and Oroville tend to be a little hotter than up-in-the-foothills Paradise, while you can
even enjoy some fun wintertime snow-filled activities up in the higher elevations at Butte Meadows and
Jonesville.

What if | have more questions?

Find more Frequently Asked Questions and their answers on our full EAQ page, where you can learn more
about the major cities, the dining scene, and more.
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